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Brahms  A German Requiem
Sunday  October 15, 2017  4:00PM
South Church  New Britain, CT

Extraordinary Choral Masterworks
Saturday  November 18, 2017  7:30PM
St Thomas the Apostle Church  West Hartford, CT

Masses Ancient and Modern
Sunday  February 11, 2018  4:00PM
Trinity College Chapel  Hartford, CT
Snow Date: Monday  February 12, 2018  7:30PM

Bach  Saint Matthew Passion
Sunday  March 25, 2018  4:00PM
Immanuel Congregational Church  Hartford, CT

Mozart  Requiem
Sunday  April 29, 2018  4:00PM
St James’s Episcopal Church  West Hartford, CT

“…only the true choral masterpieces combine the
uniqueness, artistic detail, and durability
to remain fresh and compelling.”
Metalwork, especially wrought iron, has
long been the choice not only of builders,
but also of artisans and artists. The material
itself is strong, nearly unbreakable, and
seemingly eternal. Yes, it is unquestionably
strong — but also, in the hands of a master,
the designs are delicate and suggest infinite
possibility. No novice can simply set out to
create metalwork and expect perfection;
that is solely the domain of the true master.
This is true of choral music as well. Over the centuries, many
composers have created perfectly good music that is quite beautiful and
continues to be performed. But like the great metal artistry shown in
these pages, only the true choral masterpieces combine the uniqueness,
artistic detail, and durability to remain fresh and compelling. These
anchors of our choral art remain capable of transforming us each time
we experience them anew.
Three works stand out like great iron gates: Brahms’ German Requiem,
Bach’s Saint Matthew Passion, and Mozart’s Requiem. Each in its own
way, these works offer entry into a world of power and beauty, sorrow
and joy. Musical trends and fashions come and go, but these great choral
masterworks stand firm. They are an artistic force to be reckoned with,
to come to terms with, to wrestle with. Like a master painting, each
bears re-visiting; there is always more to learn and to share with new
audiences.
Other monumental pillars of the choral edifice — Gregorian chant,
settings of the Latin Mass, and African-American spirituals — round out
CONCORA’s 2017-2018 Masterworks season. We look forward to
presenting these enduring classics with a fresh voice, hoping that you
will join us to revisit, and be revived by, these foundational works of the
choral repertoire. Come be part of our 44th season, and let us
experience together the awe-inspiring works of the master builders.

— Chris Shepard, Artistic Director
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CONCORA SINGS

CHORAL

M asterworks
CONCORA opens the 2017-2018 season with one of the most enduring works
in the choral repertoire, Brahms’ A German Requiem. After its 1868 premiere,
conductor Karl Reinthaler predicted that the Requiem “would live as one of
the most exalted creations of musical art.”
Brahms’ setting, unusual among Requiems for its use of biblical verses
instead of the austere Latin liturgy, is beloved by people of all faiths for its
messages of comfort, hope, blessing, and rest.
This performance offers the “London Version” of the Requiem, an
arrangement for choir and four-hand piano that Brahms himself prepared for
more intimate presentations of the work.
The program also includes a lesser-known Brahms choral masterwork, Nänie,
a poignant, achingly beautiful, but ultimately consoling elegy.

Continuing a long tradition of inclusion and outreach, CONCORA will join
several extraordinarily gifted Connecticut high school choirs to present a
program of favorite movements from choral masterworks by Bach (Saint
Matthew Passion), Mozart (Requiem), and Brahms (A German Requiem).
For many of the young singers, this concert will be their first opportunity to
collaborate with professional musicians, and it may be their first experience
with this enduring repertoire, and with singing in an acoustically resplendent
space like St Thomas the Apostle Church.
The concert itself is inspiring and enriching for listeners, too, as a member of
the audience said of last year’s Extraordinary Concert: “What a treat to sit and
be bathed in glorious sound. The young voices were so fresh and clear and the
ensemble sound quite breathtaking. The variety of musical offerings was a
delight to the listener and perfectly suited to that grand space.”

Brahms  A German Requiem
Sunday  October 15, 2017  4:00PM

Extraordinary Choral Masterworks
Saturday  November 18, 2017  7:30PM

South Church
90 Main Street  New Britain, CT

St Thomas the Apostle Church
872 Farmington Avenue  West Hartford, CT
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BACH

Saint Matthew

Masses
Ancient and modern
CONCORA returns to Trinity College Chapel, where the ensemble has
performed to capacity audiences in each of the last two seasons. In February,
the ensemble will offer beautiful and inspiring settings of the ancient Mass
text that will soar beneath the Chapel’s spectacular Gothic arches.
The program opens with timeless Gregorian chant, in a complete
presentation of Missa Orbis factor, one of the most highly-regarded mass
settings of the Solemnes tradition. Renaissance polyphony is represented by
the four-voice setting of 16th-century Tudor composer William Byrd, music that
remains fresh after more than four centuries. In his Mass for Double Choir,
Swiss composer Frank Martin fuses the linear textures of Gregorian chant with
highly-charged choral polyphony in a setting that is in turns contemplative,
exultant, somber, and glorious. After CONCORA’s program of early music at
Trinity College Chapel in 2016, one listener said, “This is singing on a par with
Pomerium and the Tallis Scholars!” Reserve tickets soon, as seating is limited.

CONCORA has long been renowned for its masterful and moving
performances of choral music by Johann Sebastian Bach. In 2018, the ensemble
presents the monumental Saint Matthew Passion, one of two surviving settings
by Bach of the Easter Passion story. During his lifetime, Bach conducted the
Saint Matthew Passion in Holy Week services several times, and it was
presented by his Leipzig successor a few more times. But it was only with
Mendelssohn’s revival of the work in 1829 that this music burst into the larger
world, and it has remained a foundational masterpiece ever since.
Calling for three choirs, soloists, and orchestra, the Saint Matthew Passion
offers some of Bach’s grandest music, while exploring in the most intimate
terms the very nature of faith and redemption.
The Worcester Telegram called CONCORA’s 2017 presentation of Bach
cantatas “Stunning... intoxicating... enthralling... beguiling... soaring.”
Reserve your seats soon for this special event.

Masses Ancient and Modern
Sunday  February 11, 2018  4:00PM

Bach  Saint Matthew Passion
Sunday  March 25, 2018  4:00PM

Trinity College Chapel  300 Summit Street  Hartford, CT
Snow date: Monday  February 12, 2018  7:30PM

Immanuel Congregational Church
10 Woodland Street  Hartford, CT
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ABOUT CONCORA  Connecticut Choral Artists

Mozart
Requiem
What is it about Mozart’s Requiem that makes it a perennial favorite? From
the time it was completed in 1792 by Mozart’s student Franz Süssmayer, it has
never been out of the repertoire. Perhaps the appeal lies in its sheer beauty
and the intimacy, not always apparent in large-scale performances, with which
Mozart sets this timeless text. With characteristic genius and grace, Mozart
connects musical and spiritual realms, and by overlaying the natural restraints
of neoclassicism with the passion of Romanticism, he depicts in music the
peace of eternal rest alongside the bone-chilling fear of eternal torment.
Composed just as Mozart was reaching the height of his creative powers, the
Requiem offers exquisite melodies, rich orchestration, and a dramatic sweep
that remains compelling after more than two centuries. The program also
includes Michael Tippett's “Five Spirituals” from A Child of Our Time, stunning
arrangements of African-American spirituals that form the structural pillars of
this World War II oratorio, much as Bach used chorales in his Passion settings.

Mozart  Requiem
Sunday  April 29, 2018  4:00PM

CONCORA, the region’s oldest professional choral ensemble, has been
praised as “one of the premier musical forces in the state,” “one of our
region’s priceless musical assets,” and “a model of choral artistry.”
For more than four decades, CONCORA has enriched Southern New
England with concerts of beautiful choral music presented by its
professional singers. As CONCORA begins its 43rd season, the ensemble
sustains an extraordinary reputation for artistic excellence.
Under the direction of Chris Shepard, now in his third season as Artistic
Director, the ensemble’s artistry and versatility are displayed in its wide
range of repertoire and in the crafting of ensembles from among the
choir’s roster of singers to produce an extraordinary range of choral color
and dynamic range for each program and performance space.
CONCORA’s mission to share the world’s best choral music with a broad
and diverse audience extends to the choral aficionado as well as to all who
may be touched by the beauty of the choral art for the first time.

CONCORA’s 2017-2018 season is made possible through the generous gifts of many individual donors, foundations and
institutions, including the American Savings Foundation, the Greater Hartford Arts Council, the Richard P. Garmany Fund at the
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving, the J. Walton Bissell Foundation, the Andrew J. Sloper Music Fund, the Saunders Foundation,
The Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation, the Ensworth Charitable Foundation, Connecticut DECD Office of the Arts, The Willi am
and Alice Mortensen Foundation, the City of New Britain Commission on the Arts, and the Robert C. Vance Foundation.

St James’s Episcopal Church
1018 Farmington Avenue  West Hartford, CT
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2017-2018 SEASON TICKET ORDER FORM

IMPORTANT TICKET AND EVENT INFORMATION
A valid ticket is required for each attendee, regardless of age. Patrons who purchase
tickets online may use a printed ticket or show electronic ticket(s) on a mobile device. Three
ways to purchase tickets: Purchase online via CONCORA’s website www.concora.org OR
mail the order form from this brochure with payment to the CONCORA office OR contact the
CONCORA box office at 860-293-0567 or contact@concora.org. Any tickets that remain
unsold prior to a concert will be available at the door, beginning forty-five minutes prior to
the start of the performance. Tickets must be paid for in full at the time of purchase using
cash, check, or credit card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express). All fees are
included in ticket prices unless otherwise indicated. All sales are final. Tickets are not
refundable and may not be exchanged or transferred. Please refer to www.concora.org for
information on cancellations, delays, and postponements. Preferred seating is limited; order
early. Early-bird prices for single tickets are available through October 1, 2017. Subscriptions
for all five concerts are available through October 15, 2017. When you subscribe, we will send
you a code by which you may purchase additional discounted general admission tickets
throughout the season. Group rates for general admission adult and senior tickets are
available for groups of 8 or more; order online or contact the CONCORA office. CONCORA
honors the LetsGoArts Card for full price general admission tickets to main-stage concerts.
Order online and apply the LETSGOARTS78 discount code; show your LetsGoArts card when
you arrive at the concert. Questions and inquiries about tickets and events may be directed
to the CONCORA office at 860-293-0567 or contact@concora.org. Complete ticket and event
information is at www.concora.org.
Your tax-deductible gift to CONCORA's Annual Fund supports our current concert season,
including education and outreach programs, and helps to sustain choral music in our
community now and into the future. The Friends of Bach is a volunteer organization whose
mission is to support CONCORA’s performances of the works of J.S. Bach and to “enhance
and inform the audience’s understanding of Bach and his music.” The Friends of Bach
welcome new members at any time.
Photos of CONCORA and Chris Shepard by Kevin Andersen. All other photos © SH Johnston.

CONCORA

 233 Pearl Street  Hartford, CT 06103

www.concora.org  contact@concora.org  860-293-0567
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