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To celebrate our 45th season, CONCORA explores music that
remains indelibly linked, for a variety of reasons, to the time
and place of its creation. Handel’s Messiah, a work that has
come to transcend its time and place, was actually composed
as part of a revenue-raising concert tour that Handel took
to Dublin, Ireland. Though Dieterich Buxtehude may not be
a household name now, his stature was such that the young
Johann Sebastian Bach walked 250 miles to hear the great
organist and composer in the north German city of Lübeck.
Nine years later, Bach was the court composer in Weimar,
where he wrote the three cantatas that you will hear on our
annual Bach concert.

2018

But we don’t just turn to Europe for music steeped in
its time and place; half of our concerts this year explore
distinctly American music. With Craig Hella Johnson’s
remarkable new work Considering Matthew Shepard, we
commemorate an especially tragic time and place: October 6,
1998, when Matthew Shepard was so cruelly beaten and left
to die in a windswept field outside Laramie, Wyoming. Stay
tuned for information about how we will use this concert—
marking the 20th anniversary of Matthew’s death—to raise
money to support local LGBTQ charities.

Chris Shepard
Artistic Director

CONSIDERING
MATTHEW SHEPARD

NEW YORK, NEW YORK:
GREAT BROADWAY CHORUSES

Sunday, November 4
4:00 p.m.
Asylum Hill Congregational Church
Hartford

Saturday, March 9
7:30 p.m.
Trinity-on-Main
New Britain

HANDEL
MESSIAH

J.S. BACH
WEIMAR CANTATAS

Friday, November 30
7:30 p.m.
St. James’s Episcopal Church
West Hartford

Sunday, March 24
4:00 p.m.
Immanuel Congregational Church
Hartford

BUXTEHUDE
MEMBRA JESU NOSTRI

MUSIC & ART

Sunday, February 10
4:00 p.m.
Trinity College Chapel
Hartford

Sunday, April 28
4:00 p.m.
New Britain Museum
of American Art/First Church
New Britain

Apart from jazz, there is perhaps no other such strongly
“American” music as that written for the Broadway stage
in post-war New York. The same artistic period is richly
chronicled in the extraordinary collection of art at New
Britain’s Museum of American Art; we explore that
collection by pairing works of visual art with choral works
from the same time and place. This is an exciting season
of so many different styles of music—please join us as we
explore these works whose origins are such an important
part of their identity.

Page 2

Page 3

Craig Hella Johnson
Sunday, November 4, 4:00 p.m.
Asylum Hill Congregational Church, Hartford
Saturday, November 3, 7:30 p.m.
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Stamford
Sunday, November 11, 6:00 p.m.
Mechanics Hall, Worcester

1998

This new work by composer Craig Hella Johnson – the conductor
of Conspirare, one of the country’s leading professional choirs –
has taken the choral world by storm since its 2016 premiere. The
oratorio recounts the brutal murder of Matthew Shepard, a gay
college student in Laramie, Wyoming. Johnson weaves together a
vast range of musical styles to reflect the universality of this story.
The UCONN Chamber Singers, conducted by Jamie Spillane, will
join CONCORA to mark the twentieth anniversary of Matthew
Shepard’s death. As the first concert in our new Music with a
Mission project, proceeds from each performance will go to support
LGBTQ organizations in the local community. Jamie Spillane will
conduct all performances with Chris Shepard at the piano.

HANDEL MESSIAH
Messiah, HWV56 • George Friderich Handel
Friday, November 30, 7:30 p.m.
St. James’s Episcopal Church, West Hartford

DUBLIN, IRELAND

LARAMIE, WYOMING

1742

CONSIDERING MATTHEW SHEPARD

Over the last 250 years, Handel’s Messiah has become
associated with large choirs and orchestras. But the first
performance of the work, held in Dublin in April, 1742,
was a much smaller-scale affair. Three dozen men and boys
from the city’s Anglican cathedrals combined to form the
choir, joined by a similarly intimate instrumental ensemble.
We reflect those original forces in our Messiah performance,
the first CONCORA has presented in several years.

MEMBRA JESU NOSTRI
BuxWV75 • Dieterich Buxtehude
Sunday, February 10, 4:00 p.m.
Trinity College Chapel, Hartford
(Snow Date—Monday, February 11)

NEW YORK, NEW YORK:
GREAT BROADWAY CHORUSES
Saturday, March 9, 7:30 p.m.
Trinity-on-Main, New Britain

To lovers of the music of J.S. Bach, the northern German
city of Lübeck holds particular importance. It is here that
Dietrich Buxtehude, the most significant composer of Baroque
organ music prior to Bach, led the music program at St. Mary’s
Church for four decades. He was so famous for his organ
and choral music that Bach traveled on foot to Lübeck to hear
a series of concerts. Membra Jesu Nostri, an otherworldly
reflection on Christ’s crucifixion, is the kind of work Bach
might have heard on his trip. CONCORA is joined by Trinity
organist Christopher Houlihan, who intersperses the organ
music that so influenced Bach’s own compositions.

1680

LÜBECK, GERMANY

1900... NEW YORK, NY

In a different spin on our Extraordinary Concert, which usually
brings together choirs from different high schools, this season we
turn to one of the most American of all art forms—the Broadway
musical. Talented young singers will join CONCORA to present
ensemble numbers from a range of musicals, including West Side
Story, Parade, Purlie, Anything Goes, and Titanic.

1714

WEIMAR CANTATAS
J.S. Bach
Himmelskönig, sei willkommen, BWV182
Weinen, Klagen, Sorgen, Zagen, BWV12
Ich hatte viel Bekümmernis, BWV21
Sunday, March 24, 4:00 p.m.
Immanuel Congregational Church , Hartford

Johann Sebastian Bach is most closely linked to the
city of Leipzig, where he spent the last quarter century
of his life. But his path to that great commercial German
city was circuitous, and he spent several years in different
places, including two different stints at the ducal court
in Weimar. As part of his role as Music Director there,
Bach composed roughly one cantata each month.
For this season’s Bach concert, we perform three of his
best-known Weimar cantatas, all composed in 1714.

MUSIC & ART:
NEW BRITAIN MUSEUM OF
AMERICAN ART
Sunday, April 28, 4:00 p.m.
New Britain Museum of American Art/First Church
New Britain

NEW BRITAIN, CT

WEIMAR, GERMANY

2019

One of our most well-received concerts in recent years
featured small ensembles placed throughout the Wadsworth
Atheneum, performing pieces relating to each room’s artwork.
In our 2019 celebration of American choral music, we turn to
the spectacular New Britain Museum of American Art, pairing
pieces from their collection with choral works from the same
artistic school. After the “roving concert,” we go around the
corner to the First Congregational Church for the second half of
the program, where the full choir presents a concert of important
American choral works. The concert also features a new work
by Andrey Stolyarov based on art from the NBMAA’s collection,
made possible by the Richard M. Coffey Fund for New Music.

CONCORA’s 2018-2019 season is made possible through the generous gifts of many
individual donors, foundations and institutions, including the American Savings Foundation,
the Greater Hartford Arts Council, the Richard P. Garmany Fund at the Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving, the J. Walton Bissell Foundation, the Andrew J. Sloper Music Fund, the Saunders
Foundation, The Edward C. & Ann T. Roberts Foundation, the Ensworth Charitable Foundation,
Connecticut DECD Office of the Arts, The William and Alice Mortensen Foundation, the City of
New Britain Commission on the Arts, and the Robert C. Vance Foundation.
____ @ $50
____ @ $50
____ @ $50
____ @ $50
____ @ $50

CONSIDERING MATTHEW SHEPARD
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 4:00 PM
HANDEL MESSIAH
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 7:30PM
MEMBRA JESU NOSTRIS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 4:00 PM
GREAT BROADWAY CHORUSES
SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 7:30 PM
BACH WEIMAR CANTATAS
SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 4:00 PM
MUSIC & ART
SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 4:00 PM

GIFT SUBTOTAL

$
CONCERT TICKET SUBTOTAL

$

$

$

$

$

$

____ @ $10

____ @ $10

____ @ $10

____ @ $10

____ @ $10

____ @ $10

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

$150 Family/Couple

____ @ $25

____ @ $25

____ @ $25

____ @ $25

____ @ $25

____ @ $25

EXP DATE

PHONE

SECURITY CODE
FOR MAIL ORDERS: Send the completed form with your payment to: CONCORA, 233 Pearl Street, Hartford, CT 06103. THANK YOU!

CARD NUMBER

NAME ON CARD
EMAIL

ZIP

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT (VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, AMEX)
STATE

STREET
CITY

CHECK ENCLOSED PAYABLE TO CONCORA

TOTAL

MY GIFT

Total ticket price

NAME

Thank you for your order and for supporting choral music in our community.

$100 Individual

$

____ @ $35

____ @ $35

____ @ $35

____ @ $35

____ @ $35

____ @ $35

Student
price

____ @ $50

$

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

____ @ $30

Regular
price

____ @ $150
Early Bird
until Oct. 15

SUBSCRIPTION

Join the Friends of Bach or renew your membership with a minimum tax-deductible donation

____ @ $55

____ @ $55

____ @ $55

____ @ $55

____ @ $55

____ @ $55

Regular
price

____ @ $180
Early Bird
until Oct. 15

STUDENT

Support CONCORA’s music and education programs with a tax-deductible gift to our Annual Fund. Thank you!

SUPPORT THE CHORAL MUSIC YOU LOVE

____ @ $50

SINGLE CONCERT TICKETS

Regular
price

____ @ $300

SENIOR ADMISSION

ABOUT CONCORA

Early Bird
until Oct. 15

GENERAL ADMISSION

Choral music has the power to cross cultural boundaries and
to move hearts, and CONCORA’s mission to reach a broad and
diverse audience extends not only to the choral aficionado, but
also to those who may be touched by the beauty of the choral art
for the first time.

PREFERRED SEATING

Under the direction of Chris Shepard, now in his fourth season
as Artistic Director, the ensemble’s versatility is displayed in its
wide range of repertoire and in the crafting of ensembles from
among the choir’s roster of singers to produce an extraordinary
range of choral color and dynamic range for each program and
performance space.

Order by October 15 and save!

For more than four decades, CONCORA has enriched the
Greater Hartford area with concerts of beautiful choral music
presented by its professional singers. Now in its 45th season,
the ensemble enjoys an established reputation for artistic
excellence throughout New England.

2018-2019 SUBSCRIPTION

ORDER ONLINE at www.concora.org or find CONCORA on EventBrite.com

Complete ticket and event information is on our website.

233 Pearl St • Hartford, CT 06103
www.concora.org • 860-293-0567
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